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A meeting of the above Council 

was held on Wednesday 13th August starting at 6.30pm,  
in the St Marys Community Centre 

 
154/25  To note those, present and record any apologies.  

Present: Cllr Matthew Bridger (Chair), Cllr Greg Faulker, Cllr John Seaton, Cllr Chacko Jacob, Cllr Alan 
Cooper (Vice Chair), Cllr Paul Bartlett, Cllr Brian Varney, Cllr Chris Morley and Cllr Ellie Crook 
Also Present: Peter New Neighbourhood Watch. PC Adam Staughton and Daniel Wood and the Clerk  
Apologies: Work - Cllr Charles Ellis and Cllr Jac Wood, Personal – Cllr David Gordon-Young 
Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept apologies received.  
Not Present (No apologies received): Cllr Payal Khandalaker 
 

 

155/25  Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) or a 
Voluntary interest.  None were declared.  
 

 

156/25  To consider and adopt the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9th July.  
Resolved: Proposed by Cllr Brian Varney and seconded by Cllr Paul Bartlett and agreed by all to accept 
as a true record, the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 9th July.  
Action: Agreed Clerk to publish the signed minutes on the website. 
 

 

157/25  Public Open Session – this included in person update from PC Adam Staughton and Dan Brown reports 
and presentation/ report from Peter New, Neighbourhood Watch 
1) Anti Social Behaviour at Conningbrook Lakes 
Resolved: Agreed to write to the borough Council re s106 at Conningbrook and the planned pavilion 
planned.  
Noted: Kennington Community Council had approved a community grant towards storage units at 
Conningbrook but due to planning permission not being granted the project could not happen.  
2) Digital Takeover 
Noted: Concerns re potential scams for the upcoming digital takeover and those with lifesaver service. 
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Pamela Williams will look to Kent County Council to see if there is any 
documentation / guidance  that has been created to publish for our residents 
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to write to the Ashford Borough Council to see if there is any guidance already 
created to publish for our residents 
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to look to BT site for further information as is being constantly updated.  
 

 

158/25  Finance: 
1) Payments - Council to authorise payments as per document (circulated).  
Resolved: Proposed by Cllr Chris Morley and seconded by Cllr Brian Varney and agreed by all to 
authorise payments and Clerk to arrange payments.   
2) Agree a date for the Extraordinary meeting for AGAR - Council to consider, discuss and agree 

year-end figures and the Annual External Review documents taking into consideration of the 
date of Internal Audit Review.   

Resolved: Agreed by all present Monday 1st September at 6.30pm to be the date of the Extraordinary 
Meeting, with Councillors please to ensure quoracy attend.   
3) Bank Reconciliation - Council to note draft bank reconciliation as at 31st July 
Noted: By all present, and accounts will be reviewed on agreement of 158.25.5 by Councillor agreed.  
4) Receipts and Payments - Council to note receipts and payments as at 31st July 
Noted: By all present, and accounts will be reviewed on agreement of 158.25.5 by Councillor agreed. 
Finance and General Policies committee to be arranged as soon as a room and quoracy can be achieved 
for close review.  
5) Bank Reconciliation Councillor – Council to agree a Councillor (not on the Finance And General 

Policies Committee) to review draft bank reconciliation as at 01st April 2025 to 31st July 2025 and 
then monthly thereafter.  

Resolved: Agreed by all present Cllr Matthew Bridger take  the position of Councillor for Bank 
Reconciliation purposes to include monthly account up until and including March 2026.   
Action: Agreed Clerk to look at bank account providers, details and interest on accounts and present to 
next suitable Finance and General Polices committee meeting for recommendation for new/further account.  
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159/25  Casual Vacancies: Council to note any applications for the casual vacancies, agree any actions and 
vote to co-opt to fill. 
Resolved: Agreed by all present to promote vacancies at upcoming Eat Well for Less at the Phoenix 
School.  
Resolved: Agreed and delegated to Cllr Matthew Bridger, Cllr Chris Morley and the Clerk with an agreed 
spend of up to £30 to promote vacancies through current social media outlets as well as set up an 
Instagram, Qr code for the Counciland Facebook advertising.  
Resolved: Agreed Councillors to where possible and when speaking with residents to promote vacancies.  
 

 

160/25  Committee membership Committee Membership: Council to elect members to Committees and 
Working Groups 
Resolved: Agreed by all present to add to membership of current committees as follows: 
Finance and General Policies: Councillor Brian Varney 
Planning: Cllr Chris Morley and Cllr David Gordon-Young.  
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to add again vacancies to next suitable Council meeting.   
 

 

161/25  Planning applications: Council to  
1) consider and agree to any comments or actions, on any applications received that need a 

response before the next Planning committee meeting is held.  
Noted: No applications considered for comment.  
2) consider and agree to make comments on any developments in the area that may have an 

impact on our community.  
Noted: By all present Barratt Homes public consultation 11th September, Spearpoint Pavilion from 4.30pm 
Local Plan 2042: Noted dates of public events with closest to Kennington as Sandyacres on 23rd 
September from 3pm to 7pm. 
Noted: Current links are not functioning on Ashford Borough Council and Clerk to report issues.  
Action: Agreed Clerk to write to ABC re non usable links and advise Clerk of response as soon as one is 
available.    
 
Cllr Greg Faulkner left the meeting at 19:32 (8) 
 

 

162/25  Local Government Review: Council to discuss and consider in order to agree any further next 
steps/actions. 
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to arrange meeting of the Kennington Community Council Local Government 
Review Working Group teams meeting (1st October to be confirmed) with the Cllr Chris Morley, Cllr Brian 
Varney, Cllr Alan Cooper, Cllr John  Seaton and the Clerk.  
 
Cllr Paul Bartlett left the meeting at 19:40 (7) 
Cllr Chacko left the meeting at 19:40 (6) 
Kent County Councillor Pamela Williams  left the meeting at 19:40 
 

 

163/25  Community Engagement: Council to discuss and consider recommendations, agree any next 
step/actions as required 
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to arrange a teams meeting of the Kennington Community Council 
Communication and Events Working Group.  All Councillors to be invited.  A poll for availability to be 
circulated and the meeting will be arranged with best availability. Items for discussion at earliest option 
materials for Eat Well for Less, Annual Assembly, Councillor vacancy promotion.   
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Matthew Bridger to go on Ashford Local radio with Webbo at next availability 
 

 

164/25  Action log: Council to review of action log, to discuss developments for items to then to be 
considered for motion for next or future meeting or to note and be recorded as complete.   
Noted: By all present Councillors please update Clerk where and as soon as is possible on any actions.  
 

 

165/25  Monthly Reports: To consider/note information received relevant to the Council and agree any 
action necessary with regards to  

1) Correspondence received. 
Mental Health Awareness – options for a Workshop 
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to arrange for January.  On date from Mind, Clerk to work with Communications 
and Events Working Group to publicise to residents as well as send details to other parish Councils to join 
us.  
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AU17 and AU22: Agreed – Clerk to write to Cllr Brian Collins 
Planning Committee Meeting: Noted – 19th August, St Marys Community Centre, Rylands Road 
Bybrook Nature Reserve: Noted by all present - Next dates 16th August and 6th September.  
 

2) Ongoing Projects and Events.  

Kennington Coffee and Chat – Noted: Next dates 18th August, 15th September, 20th October, 17th 
November and 15th December.  
Bockhanger Facility-  Agreed: Clerk to obtain a schedule/timeline of events. 
Population of Kennington - Agreed: Clerk to write to Borough Council re population data for residents 
first language not being English 
Litter Picks – Noted: current success to date with regular numbers- Next dates 20th August Bockhanger 
and 27th August Spearpoint Playing Fields and surrounding area. 
Resolved: Agreed additional monthly litter picks to include Tile Kiln Road and Goat Lees, Clerk to contact 
Boughton Aluph re Goat Lees to see if they would like to work with us on this one. First date 17th 
September 9.45 to meet at the Tile Kilne Shops.  This series of Autumn litter picks to include half term 
special at Bockhanger re oainting the concrete balls and weeding of the area.   
WHH Portering Wheelchairs Grant request (seen on Facebook) – Resolved: Agreed with 1 abstention 
in principal to support the purchase of two wheelchairs at a total cost of £2k plus sponsor logo costs, 
however delegated to Clerk to write and first find out any security measures that will be taken following loss 
of current chairs to ensure note stolen again, and how the wheelchairs can be badged up showing 
sponsored by the Community Council and what would be permitted. On satisfactory response Clerk to 
initiate payment and badging order and arrange with the Friends of William Harvey.   Clerk to then write to 
other parishes that may then want to consider similar support.  
Rotary Signs – Resolved: Agreed Clerk to establish which department of Kent County Council agreed 
these signs.  
Cinque Ports Sailing Grant application – Resolved: Agreed Clerk to ask if there are details of how 
many residents of Kennington would benefit from these classes 
Homework/Julie Rose Grant application – Resolved: Agreed Clerk to ask if there are details of how 
many residents of Kennington would benefit from these classes 
Walk n Talk – Noted: Councillors that agreed to look at training to complete the volunteer documentation 
and return to the Clerk, Councillors Bartlett, Cooper, Crook, Jacob and Morley.  Additionally the Clerk and 
Assistant to attend the training.   
 

3) Ward Councillor Reports 
Noted: By all as circulated from Cllr Paul Barlett.  Reports also received from Cllr Eustace. 
  

4) KALC Ashford. 
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Chris Morley to write/ask of KALC Ashford whether they would consider having an 
LGR subcommittee.   
 

5) Health and Wellbeing 

Resolved: Agreed Councillors to consider provision ideas.  
 

6) Councillors Training / Training/Courses attended Councillor to provide 
Noted:By all present.  
 

166/25  Annual Assembly Date: Council to agree the date for our 2026 Annual Assembly.  
Resolved: Agreed the Assembly date to be 6th May 2026, details of this to be considered by the 
Communication and Events Committee and recommendations brought to next suitable Council.  
 

 

167/25  KALC AGM:  Council to consider to submit motions for consideration at the upcoming KALC 
Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday, 22nd November 2025, at The Rochester Corn 
Exchange (motions to be submitted by Monday 29th September 2025).  
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to add to next Council.  
 

 

168/25  Items for inclusion on the next agenda.  
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to add to next Council the A20/M20 Bridge.  
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169/25  Date of next meeting. 
Noted: By all present the next Council meet is planned to be on Wednesday 10th September at 6.30om in 
the St Marys Community Centre.  
 

 

170/25  To exclude the public under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and sections 100 & 
102 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
This item was not required.   
 

 

171/25  Close of Meeting. 
The meeting closed at 21.17 
 

 

 


