KENNINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
COUNC”— MEETING MINUTES agenda published 08 May 2025

The Annual Meeting of the above Council
was held on
Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 6.30pm,
in the St Marys Community Centre

87/25 Chairman

1) To elect a Council member to Chair to the Council for the year until the next Annual Council
Meeting.

Nominations: Clir Matthew Bridger self-nomination and seconded by Clir Alan Cooper. No further
nominations received.
Vote: Unanimously voted in favour by all present. Clir Matthew Bridger elected as Chair of Council until the
2026 Annual Council Meeting.
Resolved: Agreed Clir Matthew Bridger elected to the position of Chair until the 2026 Annual Council
Meeting.
2) The Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Resolved: Agreed The Chair, Clir Matthew Bridger to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Action: Agreed Clerk to update website accordingly, advise KALC and Ashford Borough Council.

88/25 Vice Chairman

1) To elect a Council member to Vice-Chair to the Council for the year until the next Annual
Council Meeting.

Nominations: Clir Alan Cooper nominated by Clir Chacko Jacob and seconded by Clir Jac Wood. No
further nominations received. Clir Alan Cooper accepted nomination.
Vote: Unanimously voted in favour by all present. Clir Alan Cooper elected as Vice-Chair of Council until
the 2026 Annual Council Meeting.
2) The Vice-Chair to take and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Resolved: Agreed The Chair, Clir Matthew Bridger to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Action: Agreed Clerk to update website accordingly, advise KALC and Ashford Borough Council.

89/25 To note those, present and record any apologies.
Present: Clir Matthew Bridger, Clir Alan Cooper, Clir Jac Wood, Clir Chacko Jacob, Clir Greg Faulkner, Clir
Brian Varney, Clir Morley and Clir Paul Bartlett (18.47)
Apologies: Personal - Clir Shafi Khan, Clir John Seaton, Health — Clir Trish Cornish, Clir Ellie Crook, Work
— ClIr Payal Khandalaker, Clir Charles Ellis.
Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept apologies given.

90/25 Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) or a
Voluntary interest:
1) Updating of any Declarations, to register any new interests and/or remove any interests.
No revisions of DPis needed.
2) To note the granting of any requests for dispensations and the decision
None required.
3) To declare any interests in relation to this agenda
None declared.

91/25 To consider and adopt the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on April 9.
Resolved: Agreed by all present that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 9th April 2025 as were
accepted, signed and dated as a true record.
Action: Agreed Clerk to publish signed minutes on the website

92/25 Terms of Reference: Council to adopt the Terms of Reference for each of the committees.
1) Allotments Subcommittee v2.00
2) Environment and Places v4.00
3) Finance and General Policies v6.00
4) Personnel and Development v5.00
5) Planning v6.00
6) Project Assessment Panel v4.00
Resolved: Agreed unanimously by all present to adopt Terms of References as circulated.
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Action: Agreed Clerk to add new adopted versions of Terms of Reference to the website.
1) Allotments Subcommittee v3.00

2) Environment and Places v5.00

3) Finance and General Policies v7.00

4) Personnel and Development v.6.00

5) Planning v7.00

6) Project Assessment Panel v5.00

Action: Agreed Clerk to add to next agenda for each individual committee.

93/25 Committee Membership: Council to elect members to Committees and Working Groups
1) Allotments Subcommittee (1)

2) Environment and Places (8)

3) Finance and General Policies (7)
4) Personnel and Development (4)
5) Planning (9)

Resolved: Agreed to elect membership to the committees as detailed below.
Action: Agreed Clerk to add committee membership to the Meet your Councillors website page.

Allotments Subcommittee 1 Member required and membership resolved and agreed as follows:
No Councillor self-nominations.
Leaves 1 vacancy.

Environment and Places - 8 Members required, membership resolved & agreed as follows:
1) Councillor Chris Morley

2) Councillor Eleanor Crook

3) Councillor John Seaton

4) Councillor Matthew Bridger

5) Councillor Chacko Jacob

Leaves 3 vacancies.

Finance & General Policies -7 Members required, membership resolved & agreed as follows:
1) Councillor Chris Moriey

2) Councillor Matthew Bridger

3) Councillor Alan Cooper

Leaves 4 vacancies.

Personnel & Development - 4 Members required, membership resolved & agreed as follows:
1) Councillor Alan Cooper

2) Councillor Chacko Jacob

3) Councillor Chris Morley

4) Councillor Greg Faulkner

Leaves 0 vacancies.

Planning — 7 Members required, membership resolved & agreed as follows:
1) Councillor Alan Cooper

2) Councillor Brian Varney

3) Councillor John Seaton

4) Councillor Charles Ellis

Leaves 3 vacancies.

94/25 Additional committee interest: Council to note interest from members volunteering for the

1) Project Assessment Panel to then be agreed by the Finance and General Polices, at the next
meeting of this committee (4 Clirs, 2 non-Councillors).

Noted: Committee membership Interest for Project Assessment Panel which the Finance and General
Policies committee to consider Clir John Seaton and Clir Alan Cooper.
2) Events and Communications Working Group to then be agreed by each of the 4 committees
Noted: Interest for Communications and Events committees to be agreed by each of the 5 committees,
Clirs Chris Morley, Eleanor Crook and Clir Matt Bridger
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3) Allotments Sub-committee
No membership interest noted at the meeting or prior to the meeting.

95/25 Membership to Outside Bodies:
1) Council to elect members Kent Association of Local Council Ashford Branch meetings.
Nominations: Clir Chris Morley and Clir Chacko Jacob.
Resolved: Agreed members to the Ashford branch meetings if the Kent Association of Local Councils, Clir
Chris Morley and Clir Chacko Jacob.
Action: Agreed Clerk to advise Clerk for KALC Ashford the membership for Kennington Community
Council until the 2026 Annual meeting.

2) Council to note members for Kennington Parochial Charity already appointed until May 2027—
Clirs Nathan lliffe and Clir Matt Bridger
Noted: Currently Clirs Nathan lliffe and Clir Matthew Bridger

96/25 Standing Orders adoption v.5.00: Council approves and adopts the current Standing Orders.
Resolved: Agreed unanimously by all present to adopt Standing Orders v5.00 unchanged readopted
v6.00
Action: Agreed Clerk to update to adopted at today’s meeting date as readopted and add to the website
v6.00 with no additional changes.

97/25 Financial Regulations adoption v.6.00: Council approves and adopts the current Financial Regulations.
Resolved: Agreed unanimously by all present to adopt Financial Regulations adoption v.6.00
unchanged readopted v7.00
Action: Agreed Clerk to update to adopted at today’s meeting date as readopted and add to the website
v7.00 with no additional changes.

98/25 Council agrees that the following Information, Finance and Governance policies remain in force

without amendment:

1) Access to Information held by the Council v3.00

2) Appointment of a Non-Councillor v5.00

3) Code of Conduct v2.00

4) Complaints Procedure v4.00

5) Co-opting Counciliors v4.00

6) Dementia Friendly v2.00

7) Expenses v3.00

8) General Privacy Notice v2.00

9) Information available from Kennington Community Council under the model publication
scheme v2.00

10) Financial Risk Assessment v4.00

11) Financial Reserves v3.00

12) Privacy Notice for Councillors, Non-Councillors, Employees and Other Staff, and Volunteers
v2.00

13) Publication Scheme v3.00

14) Records Retention v3.00

15) Safeguarding Children, Young people and Vuinerable Adults (“Safeguarding”) v2.00

16) Training and Development v4.00

17) Vexatious v4.00

Resolved: Agreed unanimously by all present to adopt policies as above unchanged except for adoption

date and new versions as listed below.

Action: Agreed Clerk to update to adopted at today’s meeting date as readopted and add to the website

as next version with no additional changes.

1) Access to Information held by the Council v4.00

2) Appointment of a Non-Councillor v6.00

3) Code of Conduct v3.00

4) Complaints Procedure v5.00

5) Co-opting Councillors v6.00

6) Dementia Friendly v4.00

7) Expenses v4.00
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8) General Privacy Notice v3.00

9) Information available from Kennington Community Council under the model publication scheme v3.00
10) Financial Risk Assessment v5.00

11) Financial Reserves v4.00

12) Privacy Notice for Councillors, Non-Councillors, Employees and Other Staff, and Volunteers v3.00
13) Publication Scheme v4.00

14) Records Retention v4.00

15) Safeguarding Children, Young people and Vulnerable Adults (“Safeguarding”) v3.00

16) Training and Development v5.00

17) Vexatious v5.00

99/25 Employment policies and procedures: Council confirms that the Council employment and recruitment
policy v1.00 and procedures remain applicable.
Resolved: Agreed unanimously by all present to adopt current Employment policies and procedures as
above unchanged.

Action: Agreed to look at updating both at next available opportunity through Personnel and Development
committee.

100/25 Public Open Session
This item included a detailed report and presentation from Peter New, Neighbourhood Watch
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101/25 Planning applications: Council to
1) consider and agree to any comments or actions, on any applications received that need a
response before the next Planning committee meeting is held.

NOT/2025/0708 Cradle Bridge Level Crossing, Conningbrook Park, Kennington Road, Willesborough
Resolved: Agreed to invite the ABC officer to come to our next Planning meeting

Resolved: Agreed to write to Ward Councillors Clir Katy Pauley and Clir Nathan lliffe and invite them to
comment and invite to our Planning meeting.

Resolved: Agreed to use Clir Morley's drafted comments to submit comment to ABC Planning portal.

00TH/2025/0531 The Coach House, Willesborough Road, Kennington, TN24 9QP
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0845 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0829 167 Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford, TN24 9QB
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0800 33, The Street, Kennington, TN24 9HD
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0780 Land Rear Of 76 To 82, The Street, Kennington
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0227 Garage Sites East Of 8 And Rear Of 17, Hurst
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0786 10, St Marys Green, Kennington, TN24 9HP
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0818 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required

OTH/2025/0815 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required

OTH/2025/0817 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kenningto
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0798 6, Marlborough Way, Kennington, TN24 9HH
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0871 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0870 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0869 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kenington
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0868 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington,
Noted: No comments required.

OTH/2025/0859 Land between railway line and Willesborough Road, Kennington
Noted: No comments required.

PA/2025/0492 223, Canterbury Road, Kennington, TN24 9QH
Noted: No comments required.
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2) consider and agree to make comments on any developments in the area that may have an impact
on our community

Orchard Farm Development Planning applications
Noted: new/additional papers now on ABC Planning Portal under this application.

Kingsland Green Estate Development PA/2024/1087
Noted: new/ additional papers now on ABC Planning Portal under this application.

Aldi Development OTH/2025/0770 - Former Houchin Playing Fields, Canterbury Road, Kennington,

TN24 8QQ

Action: Agreed Council to write to all Ward Councillors and new KCC Councillors with objection comments

and invite them to support.

Action: Agreed Council to send in objection comments to Ashford Borough Council as detailed

This Council opposes these applications on procedural and substantive grounds. The Council notes in

passing that the applications are dated 6 November 2024 but the Borough Council has only notified the

public on 28 April 2025.

Procedural

1. The Borough Council has approved the application for planning permission less than a year ago.
Approval was subject to a range of conditions. The applicant did not appeal against the decision and
therefore accepted it, along with the conditions. There has been no material change in circumstances
in the past year and the applications therefore have the effect of seeking to circumvent the appeal
process.

2. The decision taken by the Borough Council was based on evidence and the reasons which led it to
impose these conditions remain valid. Therefore to reach a different decision now would represent
unreasonableness within the meaning of Wednesbury.

3. There is a pattern developing in the Ashford Council area of developers accepting conditions at the
time of the decision on their initial application and then, after work has begun, seeking to have
conditions removed. If the Borough Council approves these applications it will set a precedent which
will undermine its authority to enforce any condition attached to an initial approval.

Substantive

4. The arguments put forward by the applicant are based on data that suggest the impact of opening its
store on traffic volumes will be marginal. The validity of the data must be questioned. If the impact were
to be marginal, the store would not be viable. The Borough Council should base its decision on the
company’s internal investment business case data for the number of customers, not a theoretical traffic
survey. Unless the company is prepared to share these data, it should be assumed that they create a
different picture.

5. Even if the traffic impact were to be marginal, at peak times the Simone Weil Avenue junction is
already operating at maximum capacity. Traffic waiting to turn right frequently exceeds the capacity of
the right turn lane, leading to blockages on the left hand lane. On these occasions, nothing can move
until the lights change and traffic backs up along the Canterbury Road. Frequently this results in a
queue starting within a few hundred metres of the Conningbrook roundabout. Even a marginal increase
in traffic volumes will exacerbate this, resulting in traffic diversion into ‘rat runs’ through George
Williams Way and Nettlefields.

6. Traffic volumes alone are not the only factor that will increase congestion. In order to create a right-turn
lane into Aldi, the original plans show that the right-turn lane into Simone Weil Avenue will be reduced
in length. This has the potential to substantially increase existing problems, unless it is mitigated by
junction improvements and the installation of the SCOOT system. In other words, the original decision
to impose these conditions was not only logical, it was essential.

7. There is one additional factor which has emerged and which might not have been taken into account at
the time of the original decision. Kent Highways has informed this Council that the bridge carrying the
right-turn lane into Simone Weil Avenue and which will carry the right-turn lane into the Aldi store is
seriously in need of replacement within the next 5-10 years, to the point that safety improvements to
the fencing running along the bridge could weaken the bridge to a damaging extent. This means that
eliminating the conditions designed to improve traffic flow would lead not only to long periods of
gridlock, with stationary traffic on all three lanes of the bridge, but also create an unacceptable risk of
bridge collapse, which would be catastrophic for the M20 and for Kennington.
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102/25 Welcome Letter: Council to consider and agree the welcome letter to be delivered to all Crown Hill
and Conningbrook residents
Resolved: Agreed by all present the letter and content with the exception of one addition and two items to
be removed.
Action: Agreed KCC Councillor need to be added in, tree adoption and Wye surgery removed, Clir Chris
Morley to run through in order to reduce size to a more publishable size.
Resolved: Agreed Clerk to organise 500 copies once the above has been actioned.

103/25 Walk n Talk: Council to discuss and consider in order to agree ideas re running and funding this
event including day of the week, frequency, time, promotion and merchandise.
Resolved: Agreed after a short discussion and comments received this item be brough back to next
Council meeting for agreement and then Clerk to bring about.
Action: Clir Alan Cooper agreed to draft paper for next Council, Clerk to ensure on agenda.

104/25 Alleviating poverty in Kennington: Council to consider to agree to

1) exercise its powers under s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 and approve 12 monthly
contributions of £60 to FareShare Kent & Family Food Bank under budget line Community
Grants in recognition of the organisation’s valuable work in alleviating the effects of poverty
among Kennington residents over the past year. The grant is subject to the organisation
agreeing to provide data on the number of foodboxes distributed in the TN24 9 postcode areas
over at the end of 6 months.

Resolved: Agreed by all present to the above, Clerk to initially write to Fareshare re provision of data

before setting up payment.

2) publicise referring agencies and to support food distribution points in Kennington staffed by

volunteers.

Resolved: Agreed by all present.

105/25 Resilience: Council to consider the draft Local Resilience Plan and any decisions necessary to
adopt and implement it.
Resolved: Agreed that this be considered by the Personnel and Development committee, with Clerk to
complete missing data in advance.
Action: Agreed the Clerk to add to next Personnel and Development committee agenda and complete
missing data required.

106/25 Local Government Review: Council to note speech presented by Clir Alan Cooper (Chair) to and
notes taken from the Ashford Borough Council Selection and Constitutional Review Committee and
consider and agree any next step/actions.

Resolved: Agreed the Clerk to write to Charlotte Hammersley and invite her to our next suitable Council
meeting to discuss.

Action: Agreed Clerk to write to Charlotte Hammersley for an invite to attend the next suitable Council
meeting.

107/25 Kennington Summer Fayre Saturday 28" June 2025 12-4pm: Council to discuss and note Councillor
availability, the stall content etc, and agree all necessary next step/actions for these final
arrangements to be achieved.

Noted: Current staff and Councillor availability
Action: Agreed Councillors to advise the Clerk of availability for those as yet not confirmed.

108/25 Kennington Annual Assembly Wednesday 21st May 2025 from 6pm: Council to discuss and note
Councillor availability, the meeting format and agree all necessary next step/actions for these final
arrangements to be achieved.

Noted: By all present.

109/25 Community Allotment Plot: Council to note update and Councillor availability to run events and
agree any further necessary actions to ensure we are ready as we continue to promote and wait on
attendance interest.

Resolved: Agreed days and time to be set for meeting and incorporated into poster to be ready for
circulation asap and available for the Annual Assembly. Fayre and sending to groups, businesses and the
doctors surgery to promote self-referral.

Action: Clir Matthew Bridger agreed to revise poster and send to Clerk for printing and promotion.
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110/25 Finance:

1) Payments - Council to authorise payments as per document (circulated).

Resolved: Agreed by all present.

2) Assets Review - Council to receive and agree inventory of Community Councils assets

Resolved: Agreed by all present.

3) Council annual memberships, monthly payments, direct debits, and subscriptions — Council o
receive and agree the information.

Resolved: Agreed by all present.

4) Council Insurance - Council to consider and agree the provider for period from 26" May 2025-
26

Resolved: Agreed by all present to delegate this to the purchase of the insurance for 2025-2026 to the

Clerk

Action: Agreed Clerk to purchase insurance before current policy expires

111/25 Action log: Council to review of action log, to discuss developments for items to then to be
considered for motion for next or future meeting or to note and be recorded as complete.
Action: Agreed all Councillors to review and send comment and updates to Clerk.

112/25 Monthly Reports: To consider/note information received relevant to the Council and agree any
action necessary with regards to
1) Correspondence received — Clerk to provide
Conningbrook Playground Provision: Noted by all present that ABC Officers will be along to discuss
with residents at the June Council meeting
Police Crime Commissioner Meeting: Noted by all present
Action: Agreed Clir Matthew Bridger to work on campaign template add to merchandise to support Police
and asking people to promote,
Bybrook Bockhager Nature Reserve - Noted: By all present next open day 17" May. 10am -1pm
Kennington Coffee and Chat: Noted: By all present next meeting 19" May
Horse Chestnut tree offer - Noted: By all present and agreed Clerk to accept
Litter Pick: Noted: By all present next litter pick Little Burton 315t May
Hope Fund Grant application: Noted: By all present that the application had not been granted.
Rylands Road Tree adoption: Noted by all present school would like to adopt, but would need watering
cans.
Agreed by all present for the Clerk to purchase the watering cans and these be loaned to the school.
2) Ongoing Projects and Events — Clerk to provide
Volunteers Policy - Action: Agreed the volunteers policy need to be reviewed and brought back to next
suitable Council meeting.
Allotment Community Group — Action: Agreed Clir Bartlett to premote and dementia workshop
Village Sign - Action: Agreed Councillors on working group to make known availability for Clerk to set up
teams meeting
Bockhanger Community Facility meeting with architect — Noted by all present site meeting on
Tuesday, June 10%
A28/M20 Bridge — Action: Agreed Clerk to chase local Samaritans for a meeting and invite Clir Ellie
Crook, Clir Alan Coope and Clir Paul Bartlett to attend.
War Memorial Bench - Action: Agreed to add to next suitable Environment and Planning meeting 2genda
re an annual clean up,
3) Ward Councillor Reports
Noted: By all present as circulated only report received from Clir Paul Bartlett,
4) KALC Ashford.
KALC face to face training: Action: Agreed Clir Morley to ask for this to be discussed 2t next sutzbie
KALC Ashford meeting.
Police Task Group: Action: Agreed Clir Morley to ask for this to be discussed at next sut=tie “ALC
Ashford meeting.
5) Health and Wellbeing
Noted: By all present oral update from Clir Chris Morley.
6) Councillors Training / Training/Courses attended Councillor to provide
Noted: By all present no training undertaken in the last month
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113/25 Items for inclusion on the next agenda.
Noted: By all present agenda items to be sent to the Clerk before 4" June 2025.

114/25 Next and subsequent meetings:
1) Council agrees to meet on Wednesday 11" June and thereafter the second Wednesday of each
month unless decided otherwise
Resolved: Agreed by all present.
2) Council to note Annual Assembly Wednesday 215t May
Noted: By all present.

115/25 To exclude the public under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and sections 100 &
102 of the Local Government Act 1972.
This item was not required.

116/25 Close of Meeting.
The meeting closed at 21.05.
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