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A meeting of the above Council was held on  
Wednesday 15th October starting at 6.30pm, 

 in the St Marys, Community Centre 
 

198/25  To note those, present and record any apologies.  
Present: Councillor Matthew Bridger (Chair), Councillor Alan Cooper (Vice Chair), Councillor Paul Bartlett, 
Councillor Brian Varney, Councillor Chacko Jacob, and Councillor Chris Morley. 
Also Present: Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch), PC Adam Staughton, PC Dan Wood, A/PS Amanda 
Somers, and the Clerk. 
Apologies: Work - Councillor Greg Faulkner and Councillor Charles Ellis, Personal – Councillor David 
Gordon-Young, Councillor John Seaton and Councillor Jac Wood, Education – Councillor Ellie Crook 
Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept apologies of those received.  
Not Present (No apologies received): Councillor Payal Khandalaker. 
 
Resolved: Agreed by all present as Councillor Paul Bartlett needed to leave the meeting at 19.15 the 
order of the agenda would not be taken as written, but instead in an order members felt necessary so as 
decisions could be made before the meeting becomes inquorate. The meeting would continue after 
Councillor Paul Bartlett has left albeit to a discussion and noting level only to help and guide on each 
outstanding agenda item to bring back to the next/future meeting. Agenda items discussed only and need a 
decision would be added to November’s meeting.  
Action: Agreed Clerk to add all items discussed only to be added as appropriate.  
 

 

199/25  Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) or a 
Voluntary interest. 
Noted: By all present Councillor Paul Bartlett advised as often a substitute member of the borough Council 
planning committee he would remove himself for item 203/25.1.  
Resolved: Agreed by all present that agenda item 203/25.1 would therefore be discussed later in the 
meeting. 
 

 

200/25  To consider and adopt the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 17th September 2025. 
Resolved: Agreed by all present agreed to accept as a true record, the minutes of the ordinary meeting 
held on 17th September 2025. 
Action: Agreed Clerk to publish minutes as a true record on the website  
 

 

201/25  Public Open Session This item included reports and presentations from Peter New, Neighbourhood 
Watch and the Police 
Noted: By all present report circulated by Peter New, our Neighbourhood Watch and the continued need to 
highlight scams through social media posts etc, as well as encourage reporting all incidents to the Police. 
Additionally, concerns were raised on maintenance of the Crown Hill Play Park. Noted posts being 
published on social media re saying safe and respecting your neighbours for both Halloween and Fireworks   
Noted: Oral update from the police on current working evening shifts.  Highlighted activities and successes 
that these are circulated via My community voice - https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/  
 
The meeting then moved from this item 201/25 to agenda item 209/25.  
 

 

https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/
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202/25  Finance: 
1) Payments - Council to authorise payments as per document (circulated).  

 
The agenda had moved from agenda item 209/25 back to this agenda item 202/25.1. 
 
Resolved: Agreed by all to authorise payments and Clerk to arrange payments. 
Action: Agreed Clerk to make payment as soon as possible.  
 
The meeting then moved from this item 202.25.1 to agenda item 206/25.  
 
2) Bank Reconciliation - Council to note draft bank reconciliation as of 30th September. 
 
After the meeting became inquorate following agenda item 203.25.2 the meeting moved back and 
continued through the agenda in order from 202.25.2, where discussions and noting only took place only to 
advise Councillors and the Clerk in preparation for November’s or a future meeting where the items could 
be discussed, considered and or agreed as necessary. 
 
Noted: This item to be deferred to the next suitable meeting. 
  
3) Receipts and Payments - Council to note receipts and payments as of 30th September. 
Noted: This item to be deferred to the next suitable meeting.  
 
The now inquorate meeting moved on to agenda item 203.25.1 for discussion and noting only.  
 

 

203/25  Planning applications: Council to  
1) consider and agree to any comments or actions, on any applications received that need a response 

before the next Planning committee meeting is held. 
 
The inquorate meeting had moved from item 202.25.3 to this agenda item 203.25.1 for discussion and 
noting only.  
 
PA/2025/1726 9 Shepway Construction of new infill extension and alteration to existing conservatory roof 
following demolition of existing extension: Discussed and application considered as no comment or 
objection would need to be made.  
PA/2025/1770 3, Raymond Fuller Way First-floor extension over existing garage and single-storey rear infill 
extension: Discussed and application considered as no comment or objection would need to be made.  
PA/2025/1742 17 Marlborough Way - Proposed single-storey front extension: Discussed and application 
considered as no comment or objection would need to be made.  
OTH/2025/0817 Land between railway line and, Willesborough Road, Kennington - Details submitted 
pursuant to condition 21 (Surface Water Drainage Scheme) of Planning Application 19/00025/AS: 
Discussed and application considered as no comment or objection would need to be made. 
Appeal on PA/2025/1849 Dental Surgery, 225 Faversham Road – Proposed first floor side extension for 
dental surgery/office use: Discussed and application considered as needing an in depth look and for this to 
be discussed at the next available meeting either Planning or next Council meeting.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 204.25.1 for discussion and noting only.  
 
2) consider and agree to make comments on any developments in the area that may have an 

impact on our community.  
 

The meeting had moved from agenda item 205/25 to this item 203/25.2.  
 
Local Plan - Resolved: Agreed Councillor Matthew Bridger to write to the leader of Ashford Borough 
Council with our response to the Local Plan (draft only previously provided).  
Action: Agreed Councillor Matthew Bridger to write to Councillor Noel Ovenden, Leader of Ashford 
Borough Council with our final response to the Local Plan (as per draft previously sent by the Clerk). 
 
Land at Orchard Farm - Resolved: Agreed Councillor Chris Morley delegated to finalise speech and to 
speak and represent Kennington Community Council at the ABC Planning meeting.  
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After item 203/25.2 was discussed, it was necessary for Councillor Bartlett to leave the meeting.  
 
Resolved:  Agreed That whilst no agenda items can be agreed, as the meeting would be inquorate, to 
continue to discuss items in order to advise the Clerk and Councillors what could be considered, or 
researched, in preparation for a decision to be made at November's Council meeting, as appropriate. 
These items included agenda items (taken in order) 202.25 points 2 and 3, 203.25.1, 204.25, 207.25, 
208.25, 210.25, 213/25, 214/25, 215/25, 216/25, 217/25 and 218/25.  
 
Councillor Paul Bartlett then left the meeting at 19.30.  
 
The inquorate meeting then moved back to agenda item 202.25.2 and 3 for discussion and noting only.  
 

204/25  Local Government Review: Council to discuss and consider to agree the view of this Council and agree all 
appropriate actions.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from agenda item 203.25.1.  
 
Noted: By all present that there is an upcoming ABC meeting and therefore will be discussing this at the 
November meeting.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 207/25 for discussion and noting only. 
 

 

205/25  Public Right of Way AU17 and AU22): Council to receive an update of the Regulation Committee 
Member Panel held on 6 October 2025 which was considering the rail crossing diversion proposal 
for footpaths AU22 and AU17.  
Resolved: Agreed Councillor Chris Morley and Councillor Alan Cooper to draft a summary and email for 
Clerk of what the meeting addressed in order for the clerk to send this to Councillor Dean Burns Kent 
County Councillor (Ashford East), Councillor Brian Collins Kent County Councillor (Ashford Rural East), 
Councillor Jeremy Eustace Kent County Councillor (Ashford Rural West), Councillor Pamela Williams 
(Ashford Central), Councillor Nathan Iliffe (Ashford Borough Council, Kennington Ward) and Councillor 
Katy Pauley (Ashford Borough Council, Conningbrook and Little Burton Ward).   
 
The meeting had moved from agenda item 211/25 to this item 205/25.  
 
Action: Agreed Councillor Chris Morley and Councillor Alan Cooper to send draft and summary to Clerk to 
circulate to all Councillors identified.  
 
The meeting then moved from this item 205/25 to agenda item 203/25.2.  
 

 

206/25  Communications:  Council to consider improving the council's communication links, PR and image 
with the public by  

1) establishing a permanent landline type 01233 telephone number for calls to the council also  
2) to initiate a professional voice message to operate on the line informing options, times of 

business etc.  
 

The meeting had moved from agenda item 202/25.1 to this item 206/25. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Chacko Jacob and seconded by Councillor Alan Cooper.  
Resolved: Agreed by all present that the details and costs need to be known before this can be decided 
upon.  It was noted that the telephone number would need to start with 61, 62 or 66.  Details and costs to 
be sent to the Clerk so that the item can be added again to the Council agenda.   
Action: Agreed Councillor Chacko Jacob and Councillor John Seaton to bring back full details of costs, 
details, and option to be considered at a future meeting.  
 
The meeting then moved from this item 206/25 to agenda item 212/25. 
 

 

207/25  Bus and Shops Facility at Conningbrook Lakes: Council to consider to actively promote and persuade ABC 
and KCC to fulfil their obligations and provide a shop and bus service for Conningbrook Lakes. 
 

 

https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=75626
https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=75482
https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=75742
https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=75476
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The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from agenda item 204.25.  
 
Noted: This to be added to the next suitable agenda so as can be discussed and consider whether we write 
to ABC or the bus company. Ask Councillor Steve Campkin (ABC) if he can join us for this meeting.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 208.25 for discussion and noting only. 
 

208/25  Assets within Kennington: Council to consider  
1) an urgent assessment of the pros and cons of acquiring ownership or management of village facilities 

e.g. Spearpoint Pavilion and car park, Spearpoint playing fields, Rylands Road park, Playing areas, the 
Julie Rose Stadium, Conningbrook Park and Kennington Recreation fields etc. 

2) urgently examine both the cost implications, responsibilities, and potential revenue profits from the 
transfer of these assets to Kennington Community Council, bearing in mind the costs will be reflected in 
the overall council tax for all residents. 

 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from agenda item 207.25.  
 
Noted: Deferred to next agenda for Councillor Chacko Jacob and Councillor John Seaton to bring back with 
draft Terms of Reference, companies we could consider taking on or approach, any details on cost for 
budgeting in 26/27. Consider any opportunities under The Community Right to Challenge 2012.   
Suggested that the Clerk could contact KALC and Locality.org for any recommendations for companies that 
could carry this out. 
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 210.25 for discussion and noting only. 
 

 

209/25  Bye-law: Council to consider to introduce a bye-law to prevent anti-social behaviour and the use of 
mini motorbikes, e-bikes and e-scooters by children or adults on open spaces and recreation areas 
throughout Kennington, such as Spearpoint, Rylands Road, St. Mary’s playing fields, Kennington 
Recreation Ground, Greens etc.  
 
The meeting had moved from item 201/25 to this agenda item 209/25. 
 
Resolved: Agreed that Councillor Matthew Bridger would draft an email/letter for the Clerk to send into 
Ashford Borough Council CSU department to consider whether a unique PSPO can be devised in relation 
to the open spaces within Kennington Community Council boundary.  
Action: Agreed Councillor Matthew Bridger to draft an email letter for Clerk to send to Ashford Borough 
Council CSU unit.  
 
The meeting then moved from this item 209/25 to 202/25.1. 
 

 

210/25  Self Defence: Council to consider our self defence initiative and develop increased safety for women, 
children, and vulnerable adults, as well as men in domestic violent situations.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from 208.25 to this item 210.25.  
 
Noted: The Councils intention to continue with the events with the current aim to achieve two sessions 
between January and June 2026.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 213.25 for discussion and noting only. 
 

 

211/25  Town sign: Council to note decisions made in February and April meeting and consider all aspects 
in order to finalise and agree all supplier costs including design and build, delivery and installation, 
surveys, ongoing maintenance, location options, with an order of preference and planning 
application.  
 
The meeting had moved from agenda item 212/25 back to this agenda item 211/25.  
 
Resolved: Agreed by all present that there still needs to be more detail for this to be considered and for a 
decision to be reached.  
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Action: Agreed Councillor Chacko Jacob and Councillor John Seaton to bring this back to a future suitable 
meeting with all details and a recommendation either via an Environment and Places committee and a 
recommendation from this committee or directly to Council.   
 
The meeting then moved from this item 211/25 to agenda item 205/25.  
 

212/25  Equipment: Council to consider and agree proposal by Councillor Alan Cooper to purchase a 
senior tabletop display panel and carry bag and to put this on permanent loan to Ashford 
Neighbourhood Watch to assist in publicising its campaigns in pursuit of preventing crime for the 
benefit of residents in Kennington and Ashford more generally. A maximum amount of £200 is 
agreed, to be funded from the budget line Office Equipment. 
 
The meeting had moved from agenda item 206/25 to this agenda item 212/25.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Alan Cooper but not seconded.  
Proposed by Councillor Chris Morley and seconded By Councillor Chacko Jacob to amend the motion to 
Equipment: Council to consider and agree to purchase a senior tabletop display panel and carry bag in and 
agree to as required, loan this then to Ashford Neighbourhood Watch to assist in publicising its campaigns 
in pursuit of preventing crime for the benefit of residents in Kennington and Ashford more generally. A 
maximum amount of £200 net to be funded from the budget line Office Equipment. 
Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept the revisions to the motion and agree the clerk can purchase 
the equipment.  
Action: Agreed the Clerk can order and discuss loan requirements with Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
The meeting then moved from this agenda item 212/25 to agenda item 211/25.  
 

 

213/25  Finance and General Polices Committee Update: Council to receive the Finance and General Polices 
Committee Chairs report following the meeting held on 7th October and consider any recommendations. 
Noted: A draft budget to be added for the next Council meeting or for a budget only meeting to be set up so 
as Councillors can review and decide on in readiness for approving at December meeting along with the 
Precept.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from 210.25 to this item 213.25.  
 
Noted: Precept returns need to be returned by 9th January 2026. 
Noted: The tax base is to be agreed at the ABC Cabinet meeting on 13th November 2025. 
 
The inquorate meeting continued to agenda item 214.25 for discussion and noting only. 
 

 

214/25  Action log: Council to review action log, to discuss developments for items to be considered for motion for 
next or future meeting or to note and be recorded as complete.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from 213.25 to this item 214.25. 
 
Noted: To be deferred to the next Council meeting.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only to agenda item 215.25.  
 
 
 

 

215/25  Monthly Reports: To consider/note information received relevant to the Council and agree any action 
necessary with regards to  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from agenda item 214.25.  
 

1) Correspondence received  
BBNR - all noted next event, Saturday 18th October.  
Archaeological - all noted next event, Monday 20th October. 
Grant request for Ashford Hurricanes - all noted and for it to be added to the next Council meeting. 
Memorial bench for Peter Rainer - all noted and for it to be added to the next Council meeting. 
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Sewage Odour - all noted updated, suggested to see if ABC known when the permanent fix will be 
achieved.  

2) Ongoing Projects and Events 

Coffee and Chat - all noted, the next will be held on 20th October, Councillor Matthew Bridger running. 
Suicide Prevention Event to be held in January, need to consider next time – Suggested 9.30-12 
Walk n Talk - all to note training is on Monday 20th. 
Bockhanger Facility - all noted that aiming to have a meeting with Architects and ABC on or around 19th 
November subject to availability. Ward Councillors to be invited as soon as date of meeting is able to be 
confirmed, currently waiting on ABC availability.  
A28/M20 Bridge - all noted Councillor Matthew Bridger writing to Councillor Brian Collins, Kent County 
Council re long term bridge improvements.  
Litter Pick and Painting of the Balls in Bockhanger - all noted that dates set subject to weather 22nd and 29th 
October. 
Garden of Remembrance community clean-up day - all noted 5th November subject to weather, weeding 
litter picking and new winter plants to be planted in planter. The War Memorial surround to be raked and 
tidied.   
Litter Picks with the Phoenix School - all noted the litter pick planned with the Phoenix School Rotakids 
after school club. 
Community allotment plot group - all noted that these groups are now currently running next one 12th 
November. 
Double Yellow Lines on the Street - all noted current response rate circa 20%. Ninety-five percent currently 
in favour.  
Bench removed from the Ridge - all noted still in storage at Ashford Borough Council. Suggestion: Clerk to 
see if can find out process for the return and cost to reinstall.  

3) Ward Councillor Reports - all noted as circulated from Councillor Paul Bartlett.  

4) KALC Ashford - all noted that the leader for KALC Ashford has written to the leader of ABC re the 
position of the Local Government review and including Parish /Community Councils. 

5) Health and Wellbeing - all noted and consider becoming Members. 
of Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/our-services/ 

6) Councillors Training / Training/Courses attended - Councillor/s to provide - all noted no courses 
attended within last month.  

 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only to agenda item 216.25.  
 

216/25  Items for inclusion on the next agenda.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only from agenda item 215.25.  
 
Noted:  Bank Reconciliation, Payments and receipts to date, Draft Budget, Local Government Review, 
Bench for Peter Rainer, Grant request received, Bus Stops and Facilities at Conningbrook, Assets within 
Kennington, Town sign, Meeting guest invitations /diary for 2026 Chief Inspector Rivett.  
 
The inquorate meeting continued for discussion and noting only to agenda item 214.25.  
 

 

217/25  Date of next meeting. 
Noted: The next meeting would be on 12th November 2025. 
 

 

218/25  To exclude the public under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and sections 100 & 102 of the 
Local Government Act 1972. 
This agenda item was not required.  
 

 

219/25  Close of Meeting. 
The meeting closed at 20.52.   

 

 

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/our-services/

