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182/25

Signed:

A meeting of the above Council was held on Wednesday 17" September
at 6.30pm, in the St Marys Community Centre

To note those, present and record any apologies.

Present: ClIr Alan Cooper (Vice Chair), ClIr Brian Varney, Clir Paul Bartlett, Clir Jac Wood, ClIr Chacko
Jacob, Clir Chris Morley

Also Present: Peter New Neighbourhood Watch, Clir Jeremy Eustace (KCC) and the Clerk

Apologies: Work - Clir Greg Faulkner, Personal — ClIr David Gordon-Young, Clir John Seaton and CliIr
Charles Ellis, Education — Clir Ellie Crook

Apologies also received: Clir Brian Collins (KCC), Clir Pamela Williams (KCC), PC Adam Staughton and
PC Dan Brown.

Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept apologies of those received.

Not Present (No apologies received): Clir Payal Khandalaker

Late arrival: Noted by all ClIr Bridger had contacted prior to the meeting to advise he would be late to the
meeting.

Clir Alan Cooper (Vice Chair) started the meeting in Cllr Matthew Bridgers initial absence.

Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI’s) or a
Voluntary interest:

Noted by All present:

Clir Paul Bartlett as substitute and a potential future member of ABC Planning committee reference agenda
items 186/25.

Clir Chacko Jacob as a allotment tenant reference agenda item 184/25

To consider and adopt the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13*" August 2025.

Resolved: Agreed by all present the minutes needed amendment on agenda under item 154.25 Noting
those present and recording apologies under section Also Present which read as Peter New
Neighbourhood Watch. PC Adam Staughton and Dan Wood and the Clerk, agreed by all needing changing
to Also Present: Peter New Neighbourhood Watch. PC Adam Staughton and PC Dan Wood and the Clerk.
The minutes were therefore amended with by hand inserting PC and signed by Clir Alan Cooper.

Action: Agreed Clerk to publish minutes as a true record on the website

To consider and adopt the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held on 015t September 2025.
Resolved: Agreed by all to accept as a true record, the minutes of the Extra ordinary meeting held on 1st
September 2025

Action: Agreed Clerk to publish the signed minutes as a true record on the website.

Public Open Session This item included reports from Peter New, Neighbourhood Watch and the
Police

Noted: By all present report circulated by Peter New, Neighbourhood Watch who raised the continued
need to highlight scams through social media posts etc. As well as encourage reporting all incidents to the
Police.

18.44 CliIr Katy Pauley arrived. ABC Little Burton and Conningbrook Ward

Swimming concerns Conningbrook Lakes raised.

Action: Agreed Clerk to write to Freedom Leisure and ABC re requesting appropriate signs

Walk Safe Application raised whether it will be extended to Kennington currently in Ashford Central
Action: Agreed Clerk to ask whether plans/intentions for this to be extended to Kennington and how we
could help with this.

Conningbrook Board Level Director for the site enquiry as to who this currently sits with

Action: Agreed Clerk to write to ABC and Freedom to request who this currently is, how long have they
been appointed for, how appointed, meetings held, with whom and where minutes of these are published.

Dated:
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Finance:

1) Payments - Council to authorise payments as per document (circulated).

Resolved: Agreed by all to authorise payments and Clerk to arrange payments.

Action: Agreed Clerk to make payment as soon as possible

2) Bank Reconciliation - Council to note draft bank reconciliation as at 315t August

Noted: By all present. Finance and General Policies will look at in finer detail

Action: Agreed Clerk to add to next Finance and General Policies committee meeting.

Action: Agreed Clerk to arrange a meeting with Clir Bridger to sign off draft reconciliations, Clir Alan
Cooper would also like to be present.

3) Receipts and Payments - Council to note receipts and payments as at 315t August

Noted: By all present. Finance and General Policies will look at in finer detail, looking for potential virment
recommendations.

Action: Agreed Clerk to add to next Finance and General Policies committee meeting.

Allotment Charging: Council to consider pricing options and agree price per perch for the
allotments to be implemented from 01st October 2025 until 30 September 2026.

Resolved: Agreed with 1 abstention and 1 against and 4 in favour to raise the per perch as recommended
by the Environment and Places committee amount to £20.64

Action: Agreed Clerk to send out price increase letters, put a flier on each allotment plot.

Action: Agreed Clerk to send out new invoices as soon as is possible

Resolved: Agreed with 1 abstention and 1 against to extend the non-Kennington resident plot holders to
pay at the same rate. The details of beyond 30" September 2026 as in all those not living within
Kennington will be charges at the full undiscounted price from 15t October 2026.

Action: Agreed Clerk to add a paragraph to emphasise this on to the invoices of those that are outside the
Kennington community council postcode.

Committee membership Committee Membership: Council to elect members to Committees and
Working Groups

1) Environment and Places - 3 vacancies.

Volunteered Clir Brian Varney.

Resolved: Agreed by all present to add Clir Brian Varney as a committee member to the Environment and
Places committee until the annual meeting in May 2026.

2) Planning — 1 vacancy.

No volunteers received.

3) Allotments Subcommittee — 1 vacancy.

Volunteered ClIr Jac Wood.

Resolved: Agreed by all present to add Clir Jac Wood as a committee member to the Allotments
subcommittee until the annual meeting in May 2026.

Due to a declaration of interest raised by ClIr Paul Bartlett, it was agreed that agenda item 186/25 be taken
later in the meeting.

The meeting moved to item 187/25 and continued to item 193/25 when it then returned at 21.05 to item
186/25.

Planning applications: Council to

1) consider and agree to any comments or actions, on any applications received that need a
response before the next Planning committee meeting is held (24" September) .

PA/2025/1574 82, Sandyhurst Lane - Two-storey side and single-storey rear extension and changes to

fenestration following demolition of existing single-storey side extension and removal of front canopy.

Noted: By all present not in Kennington Community Council boundary

OTH/2025/1469 85 Lower Vicarage Road - T2 Pine tree — fell.

Agreed: By all present, no comment or objection.

PA/2025/1401 The Kennington, Ulley Road- Proposed redevelopment of site to provide 4no dwellings

along with associated facilities.

Agreed: By all present, no comment or objection.

PA/2025/0227 Garage Sites East Of 8 And Rear Of 17, Hurst Road — Proposed single storey dwelling.

Agreed: By all present, no comment or objection.

Dated:
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2) consider and agree to make comments on any developments in the area that may have an
impact on our community.

Noted: ClIr Alan Cooper will be representing and speaking on behalf of Kennington Community Council at

the ABC meeting on 24" September.

3) consider and agree any additional arrangements for the Planning meeting to be held on 24"

September at the Spearpoint Pavilion

Noted: By all present, no further actions required.

4) note the Ashford Borough Council meetings to be held on the Local Plan 2041.

Noted: by all present meeting on 23 September will be held at Sandyacres from 3pm to 7pm.

Local Government Review: Council to discuss and consider in order to agree the view of this
Council and agree all appropriate actions.

Resolved: Agreed the Chair to write to Ashford Borough Council and ask for clearer transparency, Clir
Alan Cooper agreed to draft.

Action: Agreed CliIr Alan Cooper to draft and send to Clerk and Clir Matthew Bridger as Chair to send on
to borough Council.

Action: Agreed Clerk to write to locality.org to acquire quotes for finding information such as typical costs
for running facilities such as Spearpoint

Action: Agreed Clerk to arrange a further Working group needs to be arranged to discuss next/step
actions in particular references to assets of community value

Action: Agreed Clerk to write a list of potential assets and historical sites within Kennington for us to
consider on an individual basis.

Cllr Matthew Bridger arrived at 19.43
Cllr Matthew Bridger took the position of Chair at 19.50 as we moved to motion 188/25.

Public Right of Way AU17 and AU22): Council to

1) note there is to be a meeting of the Regulation Committee Member Panel at 11.30am on Monday
6 October 2025 at Julie Rose Stadium, Willesborough Road to consider the rail crossing
diversion proposal for footpaths AU22 and AU17. A site visit will also take place at 10.00am
before the meeting.

2) note the report that the Panel will be considering will be published on the KCC website on or
shortly before Friday 26 September 2025

3) consider the view and position of this Council agreeing those that will attend and the Councils
representative to speak to the Panel.

Noted: By all present that the Diversity impact statement is now unavailable.

Noted: By all present Clir Chris Morley delegated to finalise speech and papers, but all those present

agreed with reasons and concerns we are raising in order for there to be a thorough investigation into

allowances for disability, a need for bikes, pushchairs and similar and a fully accessible bridge be

considered as was initial intention and the original plan.

Noted: By all present Clir Katy Pauleys support for Kennington Community Council concerns being raised

and draft speech and approach. Apologies noted for not being able to attend the panel meeting.

Action: Agreed Clerk to confirm Clir Chris Morley’s attendance and ensure papers are circulated to the

Panel ahead of the meeting and assist Clir Morley with ongoing,

Clir Katy Pauley left the meeting at 20.05

Town sign: Council to note decisions made at February and April meeting and consider all aspects
in order to finalise and agree all supplier costs including design and build, delivery and installation,
surveys, ongoing maintenance, location options with an order of preference and planning
application.

Resolved: Agreed by all present that a recommendation paper be brought back to October’s meeting.
Action: Agreed Clir Chacko Jacob to action and send to Clerk ahead of next meeting.

Action: Agreed Clerk to add to October’s Council meeting.

KALC AGM: Council to consider to submit motions for consideration at the upcoming KALC

Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday, 22nd November 2025, at The Rochester Corn
Exchange (motions to be submitted by Monday 29" September 2025).

Dated:


https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=182&MId=9881&Ver=4
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Noted: By all present Peter New has asked for an update on where we are currently with police numbers
against restructure plans.

Action log: Council to review of action log, to discuss developments for items to then to be
considered for motion for next or future meeting or to note and be recorded as complete.
Resolved: Agreed to defer this item to next month’s meeting

Action: Clerk to amend and include September’s actions for October’s meeting.

A28, Canterbury Rd bridge over the M20: Council to receive update and agree any further
next/steps actions.

Noted: By all present the Coroners meeting planned for 9" and 10" October.

Noted: By all present Clir Alan Cooper and Peter New plan to attend.

Action: Agreed Clerk to add to the next suitable Environment and Places committee to consider any
additional improvements to be added to the Highway Improvement plan

Monthly Reports: To consider/note information received relevant to the Council and agree any
action necessary with regards to

1) Correspondence received — Clerk to provide

Bench at the Ridge request for this to be reinstated - Action: Agreed Clerk to write to ABC and see if
this is still in storage

BBNR - Noted by all present the Bramble bash is Saturday September 20"

Sewage Odour - Action: Agreed Clerk to write to ABC and ask for current position on issues

2) Ongoing Projects and Events — Clerk to provide

Litter picking: Noted October litter picks 22" and 29" October which will include concrete ball painting
Bockhanger Community Facility - Noted by all present Clerk has upcoming meeting with architects and
will update either through next suitable Council or Environment and Places committee

WalknTalk Training - Noted by all present returns to attend need to be sent by close of business Monday
22" for training on 20" October

Double Yellow Lines — Noted by all present the Consultation letters should be going out with a closing
date of 24" October.

Suicide PreventionTraining considered by all present after a discussion of a number of dates and agreed
22" January by all present either the morning 9.30 — 12.00 or afternoon slot 2-4.30pm - Action: Agreed
Clerk to contact to see if 22" January is sill possible and ask re timings.

Digital Takeover - Action: Agreed Clerk to respond and ask is there enough capacity.

Wheelchair grants - Action: Agreed Clerk to contact other Parishes to see if they would consider. Look at
labelling and can we do and research how much this will additionally be and if they would cover this part of
the costs.

Planning Committee Meeting - Noted by all present will be held at the Spearpoint Pavilion from 6pm on
24™ September and will focus on Local Plan.

Local Plan 2041 Consultation: Noted by all present Sandyacres meeting from 3pm until 7pm on 23"
September

3) Ward Councillor Reports

Noted: By all as circulated from Clir Paul Barlett. Reports also received from Clir Eustace and members
grants could still be available.

4) KALC Ashford.

Noted: By all present next meeting 24" September.

5) Health and Wellbeing

No further actions agreed. .

6) Councillors Training / Training/Courses attended Councillor to provide

Noted: By all present training dates circulated.

The meeting then returned to agenda item 186/25
Clir Paul Bartlett left the meeting at 19.05
Items for inclusion on the next agenda.

Noted: By all present a number of agenda items were requested by Clir John Seaton and Clir Chacko
Jacob and these will be added to October’s meeting.

Dated:
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Action: Agreed Clerk to add to Octobers meeting including the following proposed motions by Clir Chacko
Jacob and CliIr Seaton

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Town Green sign update/recommendation report

Communications: Council to consider improving the council's communication links PR and image with
the public by establishing a permanent landline type 01233 telephone number for calls to the council
also to initiate a professional voice message to operate on the line informing options times of business
etc

Bus and Shops Facility at Conningbrook Lakes: Council to consider to actively promote and persuade
ABC and KCC to fulfil their obligations and provide a shop and bus service for Conningbrook Lakes
Assets within Kennington: Council to consider an urgent assessment of the pros and cons of acquiring
ownership or management of village facilities e.g. Spearpoint Pavilion and car park, Spearpoint playing
fields, Rylands Road park, Playing areas, the Julie Rose Stadium, Conningbrook Park and Kennington
Recreation fields etc. To urgently examine both the cost implications, responsibilities and potential
revenue profits from the transfer of these assets to Kennington Community Council, bearing in mind
the costs, will ultimately be reflected in the overall council tax for all residents

Bye-law Council to consider to introduce a bye-law to prevent anti-social behaviour and the use of mini
motorbikes e-bikes and e-scooters by children or adults on open spaces and recreation areas
throughout Kennington, such as Spearpoint, Rylands Road, St. Mary’s playing fields, Kennington
Recreation Ground, Greens etc.

Self Defence: Council to consider our self defence initiative and develop increased safety for women,
children and vulnerable adults, as well as men in domestic violent situations.

Date of next meeting.
Resolved: Agreed by all present the October meeting will be held on 15" October, November 12" and
December 10"

To exclude the public under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and sections 100 &
102 of the Local Government Act 1972.
This item was not required.

Close of Meeting.
The meeting closed at 21.20.

Dated:



