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A meeting of the Environment and Places Committee 
was held on Wednesday 10th September at 6.30pm, 
in the St Marys Community Centre, Rylands Road.   

 

01/25EP  To note those present, to receive and consider for approval, apologies for absence and 
reasons given.  
Present: Personal - Cllr Matthew Bridger, Education - Cllr Ellie Crook 
Also Present: 3 members of the public.   
Resolved: Agreed by all present to accept apologies of those received.  

 

02/25EP  To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs), Other Significant Interests (OSIs) 
or Voluntary Interests (VIs) relating to items on the agenda. 
Noted: Cllr Chacko Jacob re item 20, interest due to being an allotment plot holder.  

 

03/25EP  Chair: Committee to consider to elect a Committee member to the position of Chair for 
this committee until 2026 Annual Council Meeting. 
Nominated: Cllr Chris Morley proposed by Cllr Chacko Jacob and seconded by Cllr John 
Seaton 
Voted: Unanimously by all present Cllr Chris Morley to take position of Chair until May annual 
meeting.  
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Chris Morley to take position of Chair of the Environment and Places 
committee until May annual meeting.  

 

04/25EP  Vice Chair: Committee to consider to elect a Committee member to the position of Vice 
Chair for this committee until 2026 Annual Council Meeting. 
Nominated: Cllr Chacko Jacob proposed by Cllr John Seaton and seconded by Cllr Chris 
Morley 
Voted: Unanimously by all present Cllr Chacko Jacob take position of Chair until May annual 
meeting.  
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Chacko Jacob to take position of Vice-Chair of the Environment and 
Places committee until May annual meeting. 

 

05/25EP  Communications and Event Working Group: Committee to consider to elect a 
Committee member to the position of Communications and Event Working Group 
representative for this committee until 2026 Annual Council Meeting. 

Nominated: Cllr Chris Morley proposed by Cllr Chacko Jacob and seconded by Cllr John 
Seaton 
Voted: Unanimously by all present Cllr Chris Morley to take position of Communication 
Working Group member until May annual meeting.  
Resolved: Agreed Cllr Chris Morley to take position of member if the Communications and 
Events Working Group on behalf  of the Environment and Places committee until May annual 
meeting. 

 

06/25EP  To consider and adopt Minutes of the Environment and Open Spaces Committee 
Meeting held on August 8 2024.   
Resolved: Agreed to accept as a true record of the meeting held 8 August 2024 
Action: Agreed Clerk to publish the signed minutes as a true record on the website. 

 

07/25EP  Public Open Session 
Noted: Members of the public were interested to comment and understand the allotment 
charging 020/25 and to advise the frustrations with water leak on the allotment as well the late 
billing and an update on current plot availability.   
Noted: Concerns were accepted and responses provided and pricing will be finalised at the 
Council meeting in September.     
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08/25EP  Bockhanger and Bybrook Community Facility:  
1) Current Position: Committee to receive an oral update on current position and agree 

any next steps/actions 
2) Ashford Borough Council Engagement: Committee to discuss and agree 

engagement strategy with Ashford Borough Council 
3) Funding Opportunities (incl s106): Committee to discuss and agree any funding 

streams to explore 
Agreed; Action arrange a meeting for the Architects to present, to invite Maria Stevens, ABC 
and all ward Councillors also.   

 

09/25EP  Local Plan: Committee to consider environmental aspects of Council's response to the 
Local Plan to 2041. 
Noted: Ashford Borough Council current position and Kennington Community Councils have 
been sent in via portal as well as direct to ABC policy team.  

 

010/25EP  Town Sign: Committee to consider current position and discuss in order recommend to 
Council 
Noted: To bring to Council with full where we are at, recommendations and full costing and 
action plan.   

 

011/25EP  Highway Improvements: Committee to discuss and agree next step/actions on the 
following: 
1) Double Yellow Lines at the Street 
2) Future Schemes – including parking restrictions The Ridge. Lower Vicarage Road/ 

Rothbrook Drive; Canterbury Road between Spearpoint and Penlee Point) 
3) 20-is-plenty Ulley Road/Nettlefield 
4) Speed Spy output and future location 
Noted: Future schemes to be considered and added to new Highway Improvement plan. 
Action: Clerk to arrange meeting with Highways for next years plan to be assessed.   

 

012/25EP  Planting Scheme: Garden of Remembrance (Noticeboard/Garden side): Committee to 
consider proposal to add an additional planter to the garden side of the Noticeboard on 
Upper Vicarage and to make recommendation to Council.   
Noted: Council to consider  
Noted: Bulb planting to leave for 2025 and look at ordering for October 2026.   

 

013/25EP  Public Right of Way: Committee to consider position of Footbridge at Conningbrook 
Lakes/Conningbrook Park (accessibility issue) to agree on next step/actions 
Noted: Regulation committee to be held, to be deffered to Council.  

 

014/25EP  Litter Picks: Committee to receive an oral update on the upcoming litter picks Plan 
between September and December 
Noted: By all present.  

 

015/25EP  Bockhanger Tidy Up: Committee to receive an oral update on the upcoming Bockhanger 
tidy up planned for October.   
Noted: By all present and accepted this would be largely weather permitting 

 

016/25EP  War Memorial: Committee to discuss, in order to agree on next step/actions 
1) Ongoing maintenance 
2) Repair/replacing railings 
3) Surfaces 

Noted: To be deferred to a future meeting  

 

017/25EP  War Memorial Bench: Committee to discuss, in order to agree on next step/actions re 
ongoing maintenance, clean ups and repairs 
Noted: To be deferred to a future meeting 
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018/25EP  Garden of Remembrance Ulley road drop down: Committee to discuss and agree next 
step/actions to make this safer and user friendly.  
Action: Agreed Clerk to speak with Aspire to see if there is anything they are planning to do 
on this.   

 

019/25EP  Community Event: Committee to discuss, in order to agree on next step/actions re a 
Community Event for this current financial year.  
Noted: To be deferred to a future meeting 

 

020/25EP  Allotments: 
Plot charges - Committee to receive a draft proposal and agree recommendation to 
make to Council 
Nomination to Allotment Subcommittee and date for meetings: Committee to discuss 
and agree.  
Annual Accounts as at 30th September: Committee to receive projected income and 
expenditure up until 30th September 2025.   
Improvement projects (Including S106): Committee to discuss project suggestions and 
initial estimates 
Agreed: Committee to recommend to Council to raise the per perch to £20.64  
Noted: All other items to be deferred to next Allotments subcommittee meeting or future 
Environment and Planning meeting.    

 

021/25EP  Conningbrook Park: Committee to discuss and agree any next step actions following 
ABC presentation to Council 
Action: Agreed Clerk to chase ABC for details and add to future Environment and Planning 
agenda.   

 

022/25EP  Play Areas: Committee to discuss and agree any next step actions 
1) Conningbrook Lakes 

Action: Agreed Clerk to chase ABC for details and add to future Environment and Planning 
agenda.   

2) Crown Hill Development Phase 2 (public consultation 11th September ) 
Action: Agreed Clerk and Councillors to attend this meeting where possible and specifically 
ask on play areas to have a detailed plan and for all ages to be considered.   

 

023/25EP  Budget 26/27: Committee to discuss project suggestions and initial estimates 
Noted: To be deferred to the next Environment and Planning  meeting 

 

024/25EP  Items for inclusion on the next agenda 
Noted: Nothing additional suggested. 

 

025/25EP  To exclude the public under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 
and sections 100 & 102 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
This item was not required.   

 

026/25EP  Date of next meeting. 
Noted: The next meeting will be dependent on ABC and architects availability suggested 
dates for Councillors to hold in diaries 19th, 26thNovember.  
Action: Agreed Clerk to chase Chair for response from ABC availability re attendance 
Action: Agreed Clerk to speak with Architects re availability and attendance 
Action: Agreed Clerk to arrange meeting and to ensure ward Councillors are invited.   

 

027/25EP  Close of meeting. 

The meeting closed at 20.54 

 

 


