
KENNINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES -            
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES January 15, 2020 

 
MINUTES OF THE ABOVE COMMITTEE HELD AT ST MARY’S COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 

WEDNESDAY, 15th JANUARY 8.00pm. 

 

1/20F To note those present and record any apologies 

Members: Cllr Alan Cooper (Chair), Cllr Justin Armitage, Cllr Alan Dean, Cllr Nathan Iliffe, Cllr  

Chris Morley 

Apologies: received from Cllr Paul Goodwin 

 

2/20F To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests 

(OSI’s) or a Voluntary interest relating to items on the agenda.      

There were none declared.   

 

3/20F To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting that took place on 16th October 

2019.  

Minutes approved, to be signed, saved as a PDF and sent via Clerk to save and file.   

 

4/20F To note expenditure and income to date. 

Expenditure and income update received and noted.  A summary for reporting, will be agreed to 

be presented at Full Council with the detailed report Finance and General Purposes Committee.  

Clerk will action this in readiness for next Full Council.   

The income of £2000 reference Little Burton Playground was agreed, will remain set aside and 

will be diarised to be discussed again after May.  Clerk to diarise to add to relevant agenda.   

 

5/20F To receive any further update regarding purchasing card agreed at December 2019 

meeting. 

The Clerk advised that the Purchasing card should be on track to be received by w/e 

24th January Clerk to follow this up and ensure received ahead of Council.  

The committee agreed that it would be put to Council for £1500 to be transferred to the card 

initially as soon as possible following agreement, to accommodate foreseen purchases within 

Draft Communications Strategy. The card then will be topped up on a monthly routine basis to 

bring the balance always back up to £500.00, following Council’s monthly meeting.  A summary 

of purchase card spend will be brought to both Council and F&GP meetings going forward. 

Fidelity Bond – The Clerk to check with Came and Company whether the purchasing card would 

be covered within the Council’s insurance policy.   

 

6/20F To agree in Principle to pay for and allow for the Clerk to attend the Practitioners 

Conference on Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th February.  

The Committee was sympathetic to this but it lay outside its terms of reference. It was raised by 

the Locum Clerk, following a discussion with Cllr Paul Goodwin, that as the course fell within the 

Clerk’s probation period, there was a doubt that this should this be agreed. In light of this the 

Clerk withdrew the application to attend and will look to attend again in 2021.   
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7/20F To note other training events and conferences the Clerk needs to attend being at 

minimum in addition to the Practitioners Conference, the National Conference and the New 

Clerk Event.   New Clerk Event for the South – 22nd July – CCLA London £12.00 

  National Conference – 14 and 15th October – Hinckley – £tbc 

 

The Committee supported these in principle and will submit to Council at next meeting for 

approval.  These courses will not be booked until the Clerk’s probationary period has expired.   

 

8/20F To consider and recommend to Council whether to make a further mid-year 
budget revision 
Increases in budget lines were proposed and agreed as follows: Bank account fees to £300, 

Internal/External Audits to £1,000, Clerk’s training to £1000.  Locum Clerk services to £4500, 

Public meetings to £1200 

This money will be transferred from the contingency monies which will decrease this down from 

£12,500 to approximately £7,500. The Committee decided not to reduce budget lines where 

underspends were expected  

Anomaly £77.50 recorded in Councillors allowances needed to be addressed as believed 

posted incorrectly and should probably be posted under expenses.  Clerk to investigate.   

The current anticipated underspend for this year is anticipated to be at least £20,000.   

 

9/20F To note the precept approved by Council; to consider and recommend to 
Council a detailed draft budget for 2020-2021 taking account of information from 
other Committee Chairs 
KALC/NALC subscription costs need to be researched by Clerk as ABC paid this for 
Kennington Community Council this year but needed to be budgeted for coming year.   
SLCC - subscription costs need to be researched by Clerk also as again, we need to 
ascertain the cost to add also to budget for coming year.   
There will therefore on findings of the above need to be slight adjustments that the 
Committee agreed the Chair has discretion to do.   
Budget requirements - no Committees had as yet come back to say amounts allocated are 
inadequate. Informal indication that the overall Communications amount was correct just 
possible that the lines beneath will need to be adjusted.   
The Committee therefore have no new information at this time but authorised the Chair and 
Clerk to make any necessary adjustment and present the revised figures to the February 
meeting of Council.   
Office Equipment – the Clerk to look at a printer, through PC World and put 
recommendation forward to Council.   
  
10/20F To arrange membership of the Project Assessment Panel – appointment of 
one non-councillor member 
No applications received.  Cllr Morley has one potential volunteer and details will be sent 
directly to Cllr Cooper to make contact and discuss re the taking of this position.  If this is 
not successful the position to be re-advertised on Facebook and Website as soon as 
possible.       
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11/20F Internal audit and external audit 2019-20: oral update, timelines etc 
Locum Clerk advised that Mid Kent Audit have been appointed for a free internal audit.   
Committee advised that there was a visit in late December, all information requested has 
been provided and they were due to be getting back to us this month.  Locum Clerk 
confirmed that she had chased them earlier in the day.  The Locum Clerk will chase this 
again.  
In initial comments, the internal auditors had noted that there was no interest-bearing 
account and that number of licences on Scribe could be reduced as internal audit would not 
need to access. Chair to research interest bearing accounts by next meeting.   
Locum Clerk to provide details to Clerk of Sellindge Parish Council’s internal auditors as 
they are believed to be approx. £100.00 a year.   
Clerk to contact KALC for a further list of internal auditors as three quotes in total need to be 
received.   
External audit is due 1st June. The Council need to be aware we need to be active on this 
between the 1st April to the 31st May. Locum Clerk to ensure that they have the correct 
contact details.   
 
12/20F Internal audit: consideration of whether to recommend Council to formally 
appoint Mid-Kent Audit as internal auditors for 2019-20 
At this stage the Committee is not in a position to recommend to Council to appoint Mid-
Kent as auditors.  It was agreed by Committee that due to tight timeframes once 3 quotes 
are in the Clerk would discuss this direct with the Chair so as a proposal can be drawn up in 
readiness to submit to Council meeting on 12th February.   
 
13/20F Matters of General Interest 

Cllr Michael Winston of Goat Lees has sent an email to the Locum Clerk with regards to two 

defibrillators to be installed and maintained by Kennington Community Council, both to be 

external: one by the school and one near Little Monkeys and the Shops.  Locum Clerk to 

send details of the defibrillators purchased and maintenance package that Sellindge Parish 

Council uses to the Clerk.  KALC defibrillators cost and maintenance to also be researched.   

It was discussed and decided and agreed that this item would sit under the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee and therefore will research to take forward as soon as 

investigated and ready to propose to Council. To be brought to next Finance and General 

Purposes March meeting.     

Cllr Chris Morley will investigate which defibrillators in Kennington are currently linked to the 

ambulance service.   

 

14/20F Date of next meeting 

Next meeting will be Wednesday 4th March from 8pm until 9.30pm.  

 
 

 


